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S PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 



IN RE APPLICATION OF: Ayako KOBAYASHI 
SERIAL NO: 10/723,603 
FILED: November 26, 2003 



GAU: 2127 
EXAMINER: 



, is claimed pursuant to the 



FOR: IMAGE FORMING APPARATUS THAT CHECKS HARDWARE RESOURCES BEFORE 

ACTIVATING HARDWARE-RELATED PROGRAMS 

REQUEST FOR PRIORITY 

COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS 
ALEXANDRIA, VIRGINIA 22313 

SIR: 

□ Full benefit of the filing date of U.S. Application Serial Number , filed 
provisions of 35 U.S.C. §120. 

□ Full benefit of the filing date(s) of U.S. Provisional Application(s) is claimed pursuant to the provisions of 35 U.S.C. 
§1 19(e): Application No. Date Filed 

H Applicants claim any right to priority from any earlier filed applications to which they may be entitled pursuant to 
the provisions of 35 U.S.C. §119, as noted below. 

In the matter of the above-identified application for patent, notice is hereby given that the applicants claim as priority: 

COUNTRY APPLICATION NUMBER 

JAPAN 2002-342826 

JAPAN 2003-393414 

JAPAN 2003-393415 

JAPAN 2003-393416 



MONTH/DAY/YEAR 

November 26, 2002 
November 25, 2003 
November 25, 2003 
November 25, 2003 



Certified copies of the corresponding Convention Application(s) 
H are submitted herewith 

□ will be submitted prior to payment of the Final Fee 

□ were filed in prior application Serial No. filed 

□ were submitted to the International Bureau in PCT Application Number 

Receipt of the certified copies by the International Bureau in a timely manner under PCT Rule 17. 1(a) has been 
acknowledged as evidenced by the attached PCT/IB/304. 

□ (A) Application Serial No.(s) were filed in prior application Serial No. filed ; and 
n (B) Application Serial No.(s) 

O are submitted herewith 

□ will be submitted prior to payment of the Final Fee 

Respectfully Submitted, 

OBLON, SPIVAK, McCLELLAND, 
MAIER & NEUSTADT, P.C. 
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This is to certify that the annexed is a true copy of the following application as filed 
with this Office. 
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^T7 7°S 2 0 i:lv»t^f 7 7°S 2 1 Cjt<^> -f-ji v ?7"n^7AI±7f^ 

* K9>f '*<D*--7>tf$.$}Lt2tmfc-? Z> t (S 2 1 KI&^X YE S) , f-jc. 
7^D77A(i7f;ys 2 3 KB*, FCU8 0j6*1R£-#U fcgMfcSft-cv* 

zE^T^^-rn roj ^^uifyAmm^s 2 izm%nr2> 0 

[0 0 7 7] 
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T-Vsvf^ K^^^O^-^^^^tTtt^J^i-^i: (S 2 1 &c£v>T 
NO) , fx-^T'n^AlUf 7^S2 2CI*, F C U 8 0 #*BEK* - ■/ 

*&*»5*»l±, MxJf TerronoJ \Z TEBUSYj ^AoTi/^^^t 

[0 0 7 8] 

F C U 8 0 # ? SS;H ^- — ~fy £ ti"C bfv— 4^^"C«fe_^> <h $'J^i"-i> <h (S 2 2^*3 
v^TYES) , fx7^yD^*7Aii^f 77 8 S2 4CI^ FCU8 0^ 

5 2tcii^n-r^o -7j> fcus o^mKt--fy^fix\£v-mm^h^tm 

fcLtefr^tzm-fr (S 2 2 KJ3V>TNO) , f x^yn^Ali^f 77^S 2 
5 Kit*, FCU 8 0 1 »C»jR$n"CV^V^**L-C, *Hr»TSr* 

-r-ii ru ^^n^^A®g|gi5 5 2 icii^n-r^o 

[0 0 7 9] 

^1 ^^$tiTv^*|^^iE^I-T^-7 0 n^9AfeM5 2 i:lfiiL, FCU 
8 0 1 C^$nTv^^i#^^M#*l-T^7 0 n^^A*Et(/^5 2i:l 

[0 0 8 0] 

/c^i:7 7 5l J Tf axj £jgl&U f x-^yn^A^f>ff »7*I4P$ 
tLfetitwTyj Tf axj ££E»jL&v> 0 
[0 0 8 1 ] 

^Ti/:«M^7^Jfflt^-tt\ FCU 8 0**il^«l K«Mfc£*L-Cv»3 
i^i:77*'J TfaxJ fcjgl&U gI^tLT^^v^:77 , 'J TfaxJ ^ 
il»L^J:^i:-Ci5 0 BP^ /n^^A^S 2 li7 7°'J TfaxJO^ 
i^FCU80 ^ftlfctKJffiK <fc o TMJ-C § * o 
[0 0 8 2] 
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[0 0 8 3] 

H6<7)tSE7 7^;K1i, Hfi^ex e c3"7>KO|!Ll^f7t^t, 2 
tTi^ e x e c KOMI^^tL^o [1 6 Ol&jt? r 4 ^Tfiv 2fr 

exec |~- cj t7*ya >75 ? && <7>-C\ ^-j. y ffuy^A |~c p 

u c h e c k 1J ^ifj^ti^o 
[0 0 8 4] 

-/n^ A*2ftigR5 2 tcj: Ofei&S ft y^^n^A Tcpuchec 
k 1 J (i, ^^(fEI8 0J: ? %%mZftdo H8fi, fi^^n^A l"c p 
uchecklj ^l(0-^J(7)7D-f h"C&£ 0 
[0 0 8 5] 

"/S 3 0T°f±, f xy^yn^yA^; ->^fA3-;i/ Tg e t I NF 

o (cpu) j £nfo\ f^^Mi^t^cpue i<D?uy ?m$L&.% 

[0 0 8 6] 

Xr -y7°S 3 0t:l^txf 7 7'S 3 1 ^f-^y ^7°n77A(iXf 7 

■7°S 3 0tML/:CPU6 1 <?) 9 u y ? m$L&& 5 0 0MHz^TO4^S 

[0 0 8 7] 

CPU 6 l<7)^D7^g|M^5 0 0MH z&T-e&Z tm7Z~rZ> t (S3 1 
K*sv>-CYES) > fx7^7'n^*7A(±^f 77'S3 2CI*, IE1it*$-T£St 
-?m r 0 J ^7°n7*7AM5 2 CW^o C PU 6 1 n ? 

5 0 0MH z JJJLT-C*v>fciflJ5ei--S £ (S 3 1 Cfcv>TNO) , x. y ? 
7D^ 7 Ali7777S33i:I^ *Hr»T«r?Ki-« ^yn^^Agi 
SB 5 2 Kiifcll-So 
[0 0 8 8] 
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•y^W5 0 0MHzJeiT-e**#^wjE#»T«:^n^7Aje«|fflJ5 2 IC 
iifclU CPU 6 l^^n^l$^5 0 OMH z£lT?4v>*^i:||f^T 

[0 0 8 9 J 

&ib\ -/n^9Aje»S|5 5 2 (4, y * 7 5 n^'7 A^f>jE^T*ii*D^^ 
/ct|{:77°'J [setfon t_b i tma pj ££5RfU fxy^D^ 
A^fpM^T^ii^O^tL^h ZlZTy'V [set f ont_b i tmapj ^ 

[0 0 9 0] 

L^ 5 ot, 7°n^^A^tlj^5 2 {±^i y ^7*0^7 A^ib^iftl^ tL^E'g- 
*\£ y 7°f^tc|^7£-ra 0 IP*>> -/n^ATteifrgBS 2 liCPU6 lO^ 
D y * mi$L%L& 5 0 0MHz ^Tt* o T i> . — ^B#^l*l 7°V > V t? § £ <fc 9 

[0 0 9 1] 

E!6c9f£/£'7 7-Ol'-efi, 2|fgOe x e c nv> K^MWt^t, 3 
fflOe x e c 3Y> KOM^fffc^o d 6 coW£.fc~7 T -i ^*C{±, 3^fg<7) 
exec37>K(: T-cJ tT'vaJ'^OT, fx7^7*D^7A Tcp 
u c h e c k 2 J 7& ? jgl&£*L£ 0 
[0 0 9 2] 

y°uyyAmW}U5 2 <<Z £ <0 mW)Z tlfc?- ^ v ? y°W 7 1* [cpuchec 
k 2 J (4, 00 x. (4*0 9 <*>«!: 9 &&3£fT?o 1219(4, f-i y 9 -fur? A |~c p 
ucheck2j <7)MO-0iJ(7)7n-ft- hX~$>2> 0 
[0 0 9 3] 

Ar"y7*S 4 0-C(4, f-s-y 9 y'u y^fA3-^ Tg e t I NF 

o (cpu) j r^j zmm^zti&cpu 6 i^n 7 ?mi$L$k* 

[0 0 9 4] 
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7°S 4 0 "Cflfcfc Lfc CPU6 l^^o^ aaJ[»96* 501MHz JsJUh"C*&3&»5 
[0 0 9 5] 

CPU 6 l(7)^n7^Mt^5 0 1MH z &±T$>2> t mfct%> t (S 4 1 

-Tfit TOJ &7u77AmWiU5 2Km%\'t'Zo CPU 6 l^ny 

$ttb$ ? 5 0 1 MH z m±T^V^flJ^-t^) <b (S 4 1 , y ? 

SB5 2 Kii*n1-* 0 
[0 0 9 63 

y ?^?&» ? 5 0 1 MH z M±-e*^f^i:lEf^T^7'D^7 Aj£I&gB5 2 K 
ML, CPU 6 1 <7)?u y ^JU?&tb^5 0 1MH z &.±-?%\<*®&iZ&1£feT 

^-fuyyAtmus 2 cia-ei^o 

[0 0 9 73 

-fu^yAmms 2 l±, fx 7 ^7"n^7A^^,JEf I^T^ISl^ti 
fcfciKTyj [se t f on t_v e c t o r J £fet&U f * vir-fuy? 
Afrh¥kT&WT*&%\Zfltzth\ZT-fV rsetf on t_v e c t o rj * 

[0 0 9 83 

h;HH&KtS:5£1-*o IP*), 7°n^^A^Btlj^5 2t±CPU6 i<D?uy 
?mfc$ktf5 o l mh zJ£JLL;c**fc H:, mmter?*^ Mi&x.* 

z\tx^ -/v > h<DtimKikimtfc"c$>&o 

[0 0 9 93 

IHrtH^'J > h"C§^«t •? CPU 6 1 Ottt6U(Di:TfflV»&T'7*^ h 7* 
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[0 10 0] 

mem^y r ^ ^-^a, 3ft @<7>e x e c ^-?y K^WTt^t, 4 

!f x e c n-7> FOM^fif^ti^o IH 6 (D$^y r 4 AfrU<V 

exec 37> KC l~- c J t7v3>^^^)t% fxy^/n/yA Tm e 
rachecklj T^tb £ *L & 0 
[0101] 

•7°o^vA^K)^5 2 J: iQ&mZtifz?-^? 5-fu7^U [memchec 
k 1J (i, ^RffEIl OOi Sr^S^T 9o 01 0(±. f-^-j ffuy^A T 
memchecklj (7)%$M<D~ ®\\<D 7n-f + - h h 0 
[0 10 2] 

* 7- y 7° S 5 0 fx-y^ 7o ^7A^\ 7" A rr - Tge t INF 

0 (mem) J £DW\ *tif 7" A * ^6 'J 6 2 Rlfu - J] 

[0 10 3] 

^f-y^S 5 0 KWi^X^T yy°S 5 1 ^jI^> x. v ? 7°u AliXy- v 
y°S 5 0 L/c ^^'j -9-^X^6 4 MBJil± 1 2 8 MB MTX-ab&fr^frZ 

[0 10 4] 

^ 'J -9-^X7^6 4MBM± 1 2 8MBMT-C&& i:*lJ^-t-^ t (S 5 1 Kfc 
v^TYES) , fx'^yn^yAiiXf 7^S5 2im IE#*l-T£iH1iI 
r 0 J ^-7°n^^A^I!j^5 2 ^M£n-f£o -?j> ^^ , Jt^X>'6 4MBM± 

1 2 8MBmTT^v^flJ^-t^> ^ (S 5 1 tcfc^TNO) , fx'/^n^ 
Al^f';7°S5 3Cl^ ^#^T^^1"fll TlJ *-7 0 n^9A^li)^5 2 K 

[0 10 5] 

6 4MBJil_t 1 2 8MBJ^T-r^)^>^tclE#ll-T^-7 0 n^^A^etfjgB5 2 i:S 
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[0 10 6] 

tllCht t p<7)T-*-^> (&T\ h t t p d t\i*n) £ 5li^t{)L, y * 
^D^^A^f>^#^T^M*n^n7th itch t t p d £*a»iL&^ 0 
[0 10 7] 

%%T^tz\tm%%%'J i kMm-thZ. tX\ vXfA^'J 6 2 Rtfu - ij )V * 
6 7<7)^V^X^2^i#^£>oT&. iHKj-t^ht tpd?)ifc£^&< 

[0 10 8] 

HI6<7)f^-7T-r^-e(i, 4^f g<7) e x e c t > 5 

^ff 1<7) e x e c nv> K<7)^31^f ^btL^, 0 0 6 <7)Ix^7 r 4 )VX«\±, 5ftB<D 
exec37>KC l~-cj t^v a >7^&&c7)-e\ fx^^n^A [me 
mcheck2j »$ti^ 0 
[0 10 9] 

•7°n^A£at&g|$5 2 \zX V) &W]Z fitzf- x. y ? y°u 7? A [memchec 
k 2 J (i, (i El I KDXd ^MS^fifdo EI 1 ^yn^^A T 

memcheck2j (OM< 7 )-iW7n-f t- h -e&£ 0 
[0 110] 

7 7°S 6 0*eti, ^-^ y ^7°n^^A^\ v*T-Arr-;u [ ge t INF 
0 (mem) J £PW\ tVnM *fl* *i& t" A > ^ 6 2 iJfo - # 

[0 111] 

v 7°S 6 0 Cl^t^f7 7°S 6 1 ^ ^7 , n/7Al^f'V 

•7° s 6 o -e^# l * +h >r xa* 128MB M±-e& £ ^5^**03^1- * 0 * 

*»;-9->rX**l 2 8MBJ^_LT**^>i:flJ^1-^ t (S6 lCM^tYES) , ^ 
i7^7'n^7Al^f 77 , S6 2CI^ jEHT&T TO J «rXn^9 
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ht (S 6 1 CfcvtNO) > fx7^n^7AI±^f77'S 6 3Kit<^ H 
[0 112] 

Ell 1 W7n-ft- ho^LStc X 19 „ fx-y^n^Af^t'Jt'fX^ 
1 2 8MBm±t?***|^HiE#j^T4ryn^9AjeiiigB5 2 KiiSnU ^'J 

[0 113] 

t#Kh t tpd^l 0ffljg»U f-i y ^■/n^5A^?)*#»7tift$*i 
fct §Kh t t p dfcjgfiiLfc^o 
[0 114] 

6 7(0^^'Jt^X^i^C, mm-?* h t t p d<7>tfc£#< Lt, > 9 

>r r > h ^ f> oi^ct c**jc&-*-& - 1 § * o 

[0115] 

HI 0*3 J: rail l«7n-f-t- hO^aicJ: *9 > 1 it 

T-A^^e 1 ; 6 27klfu-ii )V 6 7 <7M * V -9->f XlUfrtT, felfri - * h t 
t p s O^^it^Jlc^x.^, i tj&s-Ci&o 
[0 116] 

52t, OSt, ^- K-)x7^Hi^UHf!®H^^4, 
[0 117] 

^Kz-T^o Ell 2-eii, -7 ^7°n^7Aco±nfiSLTv^^:#:-7 0 a^7 
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2 H WO) 

[HI 2<7)#!J-C(± > f x 7° n ^* 7 A $ # ^ n ^* 7 A W f i: ^ Il> 1 1 
^&rt s \ HI 3<9£^ i:fi7 ^ 7*n A i:^:#:yn A t^l *t n H^Cd 
LXi> iv> 0 

[0 1 18] 

12 1 3 (£, ^o. y ffulfy A tWo^'^A t^l^nlc^lSi-^^Jtco 
^Tlftl^1-&£a6om-C&&o EI 1 3 O^iJ-Cfi, fx^7n^ 7 Aai:W 
o^7Aa, bi:«Lti^o 7°n AjgU,^ 5 2 (±^-i -7 * -7°n A 
a£jtBftbU f x 7 7 7°n 7*7 A a « 1^7 1 1 1 1 , ^jl* ^n^Aa 
i:^L-Cv^$#7°n7*7Aa, b *mh~$-%>o 
[0 119] 

IH 1 3 J: -? IC^-je. >y 7 7n^ 7 A a £2M$7 0 n^ A a , b t^SLt^ 

1x^7 r 4 ;w*m i 4<7)j:d tctt^^n^o mi 4(2, m^yr4^<D 

[0 12 0] 

IWID^i y 7 7'n^7Ai:Ufx y 7 (Dj&Wzlzm^ £ , T 4 V 9 Y V 
[0121] 

mi 5ti> ^ v zwmir&mfcy r 4 fr<D~m<omf&mx$>z>o mi 50 

2 •? %Bjz.7 r J ^(DWiG; 7 , n^7Agi|5 2 (2 1 fir a<7)m o u n t 
K-eti^^n^^-i ^yn^^A rmemcheck3J ^it^o Wilf 
Ell 5<7)fx7 77'n7*7A Tmemc h e c k 3J (2, v^t^A^^E'; 6 2S 
^n-77;v^^e'J 6 7 <D**:*)-*r4 Xtf6 AMBVX±.<Dt # HIE1itl*-71-& & <£> 

[0 12 2] 

•7°n^^A^S!jg(5 5 2 (2, y ^7°n^9A75 s IES^Ti--2> tmo u n t =r 
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y h"Cfgfc $ fL/w Tweb. romfsj $:f^n'J r/webj -7 
[0 12 3] 

Mx-ffll 1 5 r >f ;KO|B^OTt-HI 6 O 1 9 &ffii£# ? £>*Ul, 1^ 

* h 'J IV w e bj ^rn^*7A r/w eb/b i n/ht tpdj & <b* & 
*bUj£*i& < Lfei»oT, 7^n^^AtHKj^5 2 liy^fA^^ 'j 6 2R 

»t&£ . 
[0 12 4] 

HI 5 <7)f£7£7 t -OWC 1 & t -7 > h i5 0^f 7 7°S 1 IT 

&lv> 0 
(0 3 

HI 6 <D 1 9 y * ^ni'^A^ftT'D^^Ah^nif 1 Kfcj-jfc 

[0 12 5] 

Hll 6(1, y tr-fuyj A t^fey'u?? A ttfntt 1 tC*tJC5i"*«Ho 
v^T^1-*fc*oiaTab*o BH6 0MT(1, f-x 7 ^ 7°n^*7 A a , b 
#7°n^7A a tW«lti/^ 0 7°n^7Ats|,g5 2 ti^-i y^yn/?A 
a, b££2R>U fx7^o/ 7 Aa, b 7& s iE#^T L tz t § , -^;/?7 0 n 
^7Aa, b l«.Ltv^^7°D/7A a Zmm-fZo 
[0 12 6] 

111 6<7)i 9 ^7*0^7^ a, b ffcfc-fuyjA a fcj&**t(£LTV» 

I^7 7^f;Hiil 7 9 H*lfi$*L&o HI 7 it, tg7r^^ 
fflio— 08 off j&IH -c ab & 0 
[0 12 7] 



tUEt 2003-3055728 



&m 2002-342826 



^-vl 27/ 



111 7 (DtStfe? r 4 locoe x e c nT> Kfc l~- c J t^yg ><0 

S13tfx7^n^7Aa, b Zmm-r&o * LT, yn^7A»5 2 
liXf-^S 1 4tfx-y77°o^7Aa, b ^M^t &IE#!!-T L£^5^£ 
L ^ MJft i> IE#^T Lf:t«tLfctli:exec3v> K"C^^ Ztitz 

c-htCct f), im^m^fttz^^y ^y°u^fyA(D^-^y ^(D^^mm^^ 

[0 12 83 

HI 8^^111 9(i, 7°n 7*7 AMfc J; (/f x 7 ^ ^7 Affi ^fel 
(7)— m<T)yu Y^hho ^f77'S7 0~S7 3J-e<7)Mlii 

5^fy7"s io-si z(D$mtw\m'e$>*), mmitmvfc-f&o 

[0 12 9] 

_t<7)ff it £ f IJffl -T & - # & 0 

[0 13 03 

^ y tm^hh tm^-t^> t (S7 4 13^TYES) , fx^7*n^ 
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[0131] 

— 7t\ f-j. -y ^^-e^V^^IJ^-r^ (S 7 4 KJ3V*-CNO) , ^-^y^-f 
^ y ?£firdo ^f77°S 7 6 i:^t^f7 7°S 7 7 Kjt*, fxy^ny 

[0 13 2] 

Xf '^S78-S8 0<7)^S{±IH5<7)7v7"y-7 o S 14-S1 6 Wig 
[0 13 3] 

[0 13 4] 
[0 13 5] 

h + x. y ? =Mt -5 'J&3?J&*fc < * , #yn^A Oi«SS**9J*t § * 0 
[0 13 6] 

n ^ 7 a £3»& < mmx § £ o 

[0 13 7] 
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imi] 

[02j 

[0 4 3 
[0 5] 

-fur*? ^f^W}^<o^M<r>— ^7n-ft- h-c£>& 0 

[116 3 

[0 7 3 

y ? ~?u ff? A TfcucheckJ ©jSLlO-^7D-f t- h "Cab 

o 

[083 

f x7^ -7°n ^ A TcpuchecklJ ^IM<7)7n-f t- h "C 

<£> -5> o 

[093 

■f-jny t-fuy^U Tcpucheck2j <D%M<F>— W<D y u ^ - h 

[0 103 

=f-*.y >? y°u ^*7A TmemchecklJ O^lW-W(07n-f t - h "C 

[0113 

y ^ 7D7'7A rmemcheck2J OMO- #!l<7> 7 n — -f- ^ - h tr 
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[HI 2] 

[m 1 3] 

%>tztb<Dmx$)Z> 0 
[014] 

m 1 5] 

[El 1 6] 

[017] 
[gl 1 8] 

^0 7*7A feib^io i^fx'y^n^'^A 9 MO— 0iJ<7) 7 n - * - 

(i/2) o 

m 1 9] 

(2/2) o 
[ff-Sp-cofftBJ!] 

i m&m 

3 nA&fcmwiu 

4 /n-K^x.T'^ 

5 T-7°';^-v3>® 

6 777 -A 
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9 ay Yu-)V*t-\£7,m 

I 0 ^> K7S 

II aiV-f^'J>^ (B&W LP) 

12 *7-^f^'J (Color LP) 

1 3 ^- K^xT'J V — * 

2 1 -7°'; >^77''J 
2 2 n l:- 7 -/'J 

2 3 7 7';n7^V 

2 4 X + ttT^J 

2 5 *y F7 7^iV7yj 

31 ^7F7-^3>fn-K-a (NCS) 

3 2 f 'J^''J-n> h n-;i/-9--tf^ (DCS) 

3 3 jj-^V- y a wc*;m > h n-;i/-9-- tfx (OCS) 

3 4 777nn>hn-n-a (FCS) 

3 5 >n > h n-;Hf- tf^ (ECS) 

3 6 n> h n-;nj— tf* (MCS) 

3 7 i-f 'f > 7 * ^ - v a > n > h □ - ;vt - ^ (UCS) 

3 8 y7f^3> hn — — \£7s (SCS) 

3 9 ->XfA'jv-X7^-y> (SRM) 

4 0 77 77^a> fn-;i/a^7 h/^> K7 (FCUH) 

4 1 -M-y^';^> (IMH) 

5 1 R OM^e-* 

52 -fu^yAmmu 

5 3 77n-y3>7n^7A^f>^-7x-x (API) 

5 4 x>y> I/F 
60 ny Fd-7 

6 1 C P U 

6 2 '>7fA>t"J 

6 3 y -^.y; y y (NB) 
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6 4 vV (SB) 

6 5 AGP (Accelerated Graphics Port) 

6 6 ASIC 

6 7 n-*^^tv 

68 A-Kfa^| (HDD) 

69 ^^7-M>^-7i-73>hD-7 

7 0 t^l/-ya>/N'^JV 

8 0 77»^^3>hD-^a--;b (FCU) 

9 0 USBW^ 

10 0 I E EE 1 3 9 4-rVsvf ^ 
110" x>y>H5 



t 
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[H2] 



-D^xmBM-r^tztbo—mMmom^ 



60 



62 

<> 




CPU 


63-, 








NB 







61 



AGP 



67 



P— 



68 




HDD 



SB 



^.64 



65 
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